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ASEC 2021 — “Creating Stability in Uncertain Times”
The Annual Systems Engineering Conference is the UK’s premier Systems Engineering event,
attracting a wide range of industry professionals, international presenters and practitioners,
which provides a distinguished platform for networking, learning and sharing ideas.
INCOSE UK hosted its first ASEC in 2010, now in its 12th year, the two day conference has
developed to include technical presentations on contemporary Systems Engineering theory and
practice, tutorials run by leading Systems Engineering Practitioners, an exhibition of Systems
Engineering organisations presenting their products and services and a Systems research
showcase poster competition.
This year ASEC will take place at Heythrop Park Resort, Enstone, Oxfordshire on 16 and 17
November 2021. The theme for ASEC 2021 is “Creating Stability in Uncertain Times” within
this we intend to explore the following subthemes:

•

Embracing Change and Transformation

•

Building Resilient Organisations

•

Developing Technical Skills for the Future

•

Reflection on Best Practice in Unusual Circumstances

This document outlines how to submit proposals for ASEC 2021 as well as key deadlines and
event structure information.
The most up to date conference information can be found on the ASEC 2021 website.
You can also keep up to date with the latest conference news and announcements by following
the conference hashtag on Twitter and LinkedIn #ASEC2021UK.
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ASEC 2021 Structure
The programme this year will include:

•

Two inspirational keynote speakers ( M’Pherson Lecture on day one and the Arnold
Lecture on day two)

•

Four tutorials

•

A Professional Development workshop

•

Eight sessions available for INCOSE UK group meetings

•

The Early Careers Forum workshop

•

The Systems Summit

•

The Panel Session covering a ‘’hot” topic

•

The conference dinner which, as always, will provide a unique opportunity to meet and
network with other delegates

•

An after dinner speaker
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Call For Papers
INCOSE UK are inviting individuals and organisations to submit papers to be delivered at ASEC
2021.
The theme for this year’s ASEC is “Creating Stability in Uncertain Times”. Within this we will
be exploring the following subthemes:
- Embracing Change and Transformation
- Building Resilient Organisations
- Developing Technical Skills for the Future
- Reflection on Best Practice in Unusual Circumstances
However, we are open to proposals that do not necessarily fall within a rigid theme, and are
keen to accept papers based around a variety of interesting applications in Systems
Engineering. All papers must be able to fill a 40-minute presentation timeslot, and should include
a five-minute window to allow presenters to answer any questions from their audience.

As well as making all papers and presentations available on our website, we will once again be
producing published copy of the Proceedings. All papers, therefore, must use the INCOSE UK
paper template, which will be provided to all authors.
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Call For Papers
Submission Review Process
ASEC 2021 will continue using the INCOSE UK review process for submissions from authors.
The process will be executed as follows:
Call - The call for submissions is issued.
Abstracts - Authors respond by submitting a short abstract. These will be assessed for content,
how it fits the theme of ASEC 2021 and the general applicability and interest to the Systems
Engineering community. Authors will be asked to classify their submission according to a set of
broad Systems Engineering categories. Successful authors will be invited to submit a sixpage paper for full review.
Papers - Authors will be issued with an official INCOSE UK template to format their papers.
Each six-page submission will then have three reviewers allocated to it, each of whom will be
an expert in the subject area of the paper. Each reviewer will have extensive experience and will
hold CEng or CSEP level expertise in their specialist field. All papers will be double
blind-reviewed and each reviewer will be asked to produce a score 0 - 10 and to produce a set of
comments that can be used for feedback to the authors.
Review - All scores will then be averaged and a final decision will be made by the Events
Committee, with ultimate responsibility lying with the INCOSE UK Technical Director. All authors
will receive the feedback comments and a final decision: the paper will be accepted, the paper
will be held for a reserve paper, or the paper will be declined. All submissions and feedback will
be handled by the INCOSE UK Secretariat.

All accepted papers and papers held as reserves will be published in the
ASEC 2021 Proceedings.
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Call For Papers
Submission Review Process
Abstract
The abstract should be between 250 and 300 words and should provide an overview of the
scope and purpose of the paper and touch on any key conclusions.
Authors details
As an absolute minimum, authors must supply:

•

Name - The names of all of the authors.

•

Affiliation - The organisation or organisations that the author(s) are representing.

•

Email Address - An email address for each author. Authors may also include other details,
such as addresses, phone numbers, etc. if they so wish

Categorisation
Topic
A number of broad categories have been identified by existing Groups: MBSE, Architecture,
Enterprise SE, Agile SE, STEM, Service Systems, Education, Project Management, Capability,
Sports and Human Factors. If your topic does not appear here, you may add to the list. Please
use the suggestions where possible. Authors may identify up to three topics.
Application
There are three levels here, which are:

•

Research: Aimed at new ideas that have been carried out as part of a research project.

•

Case Study: Detailed examples of how SE good practice has been applied on real
projects, showing real results.

•

Good Practice: Details how mature SE practices are being disseminated, deployed and
adopted.

This additional categorisation information is required in order to ensure that we can allocate
reviewers with the appropriate competence to review your submissions.
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Call For Papers
Anatomy of a Good Paper
In order to ensure that the review process is as fair as possible, authors should bear in mind
the following guide on what makes a good paper. This will be used by the reviewers as part of
their assessment.
This diagram shows a structure recommendation for papers, the structure will be used by the
reviewers as part of their assessment. All authors will be issued within an official INCOSE UK
paper template upon acceptance of abstracts to format their papers with.
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Call For Papers
Paper Body
Introduction
This section will describe the ‘why’ of the paper. It should introduce the subject matter and
provide a justification of its relevance. This section also gives the authors the opportunity to
demonstrate that they have sufficient background knowledge to justify the paper, including any
relevant references to existing work. This section must also explicitly define the basic aims of
the paper.

Approach
This section describes the basic approach that was taken to carry out the work. It may describe
any life cycles, processes, procedures, techniques, tools, etc. that were followed.
Result
Any results from the work should be stated here. This may take the form of a formal result
tables, observations, emergent properties, lessons learned etc.
Conclusion
The conclusions should provide a summary of the salient points of the paper and present any
conclusions that were reached. This section must explicitly address the main aims that were
identified in the introduction – remember ‘Introduction + Conclusions = Paper’. This section may
also identify any follow-up or future work resulting from the paper.
This structure is recommended as it will be used by the reviewers as part of their assessment.
Please be aware that all authors will be expected to format their paper according to the
INCOSE UK paper template, this is to ensure that the paper can be included in the published
Proceedings .
If you have any queries regarding your submission, you can contact
Technical Director, Prof Jon Holt: technical-director@incoseuk.org
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Awards

Best Paper by a New Author and Presenter
Charterhouse Systems Limited will be sponsoring the Best Paper by a New Author and
Presenter. Presenting authors who have not written or presented at a previous INCOSE or
INCOSE UK conference will be in with a chance of winning a £200 prize.

Best Paper
There are also prizes for the Best Paper Submission, which is awarded during the event dinner.
The best paper submission is decided at the paper review stage, each paper reviewer has
extensive experience and will hold CEng or CSEP level expertise in their specialist field. All
papers will be double blind-reviewed and each reviewer will be asked to produce a score 0 - 10
All scores will then be averaged by the Events Committee, with ultimate responsibility lying with
the INCOSE UK Technical Director. The paper with the top score then wins the prize.

Best Presentation
Finally delegates are asked to vote on the Best Presentation during the conference, with prizes
being awarded after the conference to the best three (1st,2nd,3rd place).
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Call For Papers
Deadlines and Other Information
17 February 2021: The call for papers/presentations is issued.
29 March 2021: Submission of abstracts - Abstracts should be between 250 and 300 words
outlining your presentation topic and main points. A shortlist of presentations will be selected
based on the abstracts received. Please remember to assess your proposal against the criteria
in the review process guidelines. Successful authors will be invited to submit a six-page paper
for review by the judging panel.
w/c 12 April 2021: Invitation to submit papers - Abstracts that INCOSE UK judge to be the best
of the submissions will be notified and asked to submit a six-page paper. Authors will be issued
with an official INCOSE UK paper template to format their paper.
10 May 2021: Submission deadline for six-page papers.
18 June 2021: Paper review process complete—Authors will be issued with the reviewers’
comments and successful authors will be invited to produce a final paper and asked to submit a
biography and headshot to be included in the ASEC 2021 proceedings.
16 August 2021: Deadline for submission of final six-page papers, author’s biographies and
headshots for the Proceedings.
w/c 25 October 2021: Upload codes will be issued for presenters to upload their presentations.
05 November 2021: Deadline for uploading presentations.
Please be aware that authors should book for the conference via the ASEC 2021 booking
system; one author from each paper will be entitled to discounted ASEC attendance.
Authors will be expected to format their papers according to the INCOSE UK papers
template and style guide to ensure the papers can be published in the ASEC 2021
Proceedings publication.
For any queries on technical content please email: technical-director@incoseuk.org

10

ASEC 2021 16-17 November, Heythrop Park Resort

Call For Tutorials
ASEC includes tutorial sessions which are 2 hours 15 minutes in length. The format of a ‘tutorial’
can cover a range of options: from a ‘set of instructions to complete a task’ to ‘an interactive
problem-solving workshop’. A typical ASEC tutorial attracts between ten and thirty delegates who
are interested in trying something new or perhaps finding a different perception on something
already familiar to them (and maybe looking for a break from back-to-back sessions!)
INCOSE UK is looking for tutorial options which will be selected from the proposals received.
The call is a great opportunity for both Endorsed Training Providers and others to present at
ASEC. Proposers are welcome to submit more than one proposal, but each proposal must be
self-contained so that it can be assessed independently. It is vital that the tutorial style is
explicitly expressed so that delegates clearly understand whether they will be expected to plaster
flip charts with Post-it Notes or simply sit and listen.
Successful Tutorial submissions will be awarded a single one-day pass for ASEC 2021. If
you wish to field more than one trainer, then additional presenters must register via the ASEC
2021 booking system at a standard delegate price. You should be prepared to present on
either 16 or 17 November 2021. Tutorial trainers will be asked to provide a description of their
activity for publication in the event brochure.
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Call For Tutorials
Proposals
Your full tutorial proposal must include the following information:

•

Title of the tutorial

•

Name and contact email of the Proposer/Presenter(s)

•

Aims and objectives of the tutorial / workshop

•

Overview of content

•

Course material to be provided

•

Facilities required (Note: presenters should source their own laptop, but rooms will
be equipped with projectors and flip charts)

•

Credentials of Presenter(s)

•

Intended audience/potential interest

•

Maximum number of attendees

Additional information to be provided to the delegates, such as tutorial notes, handouts, etc. are
the sole responsibility of the tutorial provider in terms of cost and resource. Please note the
course materials are not endorsed by INCOSE UK .
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Call For Tutorials
Deadlines and Other Information
17 February 2021: The call for tutorials is issued.
29 March 2021: Submission of abstracts - abstracts should be between 250 and 300 words outlining your tutorial topic and main points. A shortlist of tutorials will be selected based on the abstracts received. Please remember to assess your proposal against the criteria in the review process guidelines.
w/c 12 April 2021: Acceptance of abstracts - Abstracts that INCOSE UK deemed to be the best
of the submissions will be notified, and asked to submit a full tutorial proposal.
10 May 2021: Submission of full tutorial proposals.
w/c 24 May 2021: Final conference tutors will be selected and notified .
18 June 2021: Submission of words advertising tutorials to the INCOSE UK Secretariat (these
will be included in the ASEC 2021 promotional material).
29 October 2021: Finalisation of tutorial room set up and equipment required will be confirmed
by this date.

All submissions should be emailed to events@incoseuk.org
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Call For Posters
The Systems Research Showcase has become a familiar part of the Annual Systems
Engineering Conference (ASEC) over the past few years, and this year aims to be even better.
ASEC is an established forum which enables individuals or groups to showcase their work to
INCOSE UK and the wider audience. The forum attracts attendance from world industry leaders,
innovative specialists and academic experts alike.
The Systems Research Showcase is a collection of research posters that provides a wider remit
to participants than similar conferences, and gives a platform for contributors to display and
present their work. This will be a unique opportunity to present ideas and research from people
across Systems Engineering. INCOSE UK encourage submissions from:

•

Full and part-time students (under-graduate, post-graduate, PhD students) who are
researching Systems Engineering topics.

•

Group contributions from academic research groups in universities.

•

Project contributions such as UKRI, Innovate UK, EU and EPSRC funded projects.

•

Industry research teams.

Posters will be displayed in the networking areas for delegates to view during breaks and lunch
times. Authors should be available at the conference to answer questions from delegates.

Awards
•

Poster entrants led by full time students submitting to ASEC for the first time will be in with
the chance of winning a prize which will be presented at the ASEC 2021 conference dinner.

•

Full time students (to qualify as a full time student, the entrant must be enrolled in full
time education in an engineering field for at least eight months of the academic year)
that are first time authors of an accepted poster entrant at ASEC 2021 will be awarded a
free one year membership to INCOSE UK (one free membership will be awarded per
accepted entry, i.e. an entry with more than one author will only be awarded one
membership).

•

Posters submitted by full time students will be judged at the submission of proposals stage
and the best submission will be awarded one free place at the ASEC 2021 and
attendance at the conference dinner.
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Call For Posters
Anatomy of a Good Poster
Conveying complex ideas, concepts or research summaries in a way that makes it digestible is a
challenge that engineers face every day. With that in mind, this year we’ll judge the Systems
Research Showcase on a combination of the following:
•

Quality of the research

•

Effectiveness of the poster

•

Effectiveness of the pitch

Quality of the Research
Obviously, it’s important that the project work behind the poster is of a high standard. We’ll be
looking for projects that have pushed the boundaries of the field in an innovative way. Both the
approach to and outcomes from the research are important.
Effectiveness of the Poster
Make it clear what your work is about
- Summarise the subject in around 30 words.
- What is the purpose of the piece of work?
- What are key outcomes?
- What should we take away from the poster?
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Call For Posters
Anatomy of a Good Poster
Make sure the content is readable
We’ll generally judge the poster at a distance of around 2m – text and diagrams should be
visible at this distance
Don’t use too many words
Think of the poster as an executive summary of the work, rather than the full report. Pictures
and diagrams are better than blocks of text. As a guideline, your poster should be readable in 23 minutes. If we want to know more about any of the details, we’ll just ask.
Be creative
It’s no good if everyone’s work looks the same! The template is customisable, please take full
advantage! Find the best way to tell your story.
Effectiveness of the Pitch
Have an elevator pitch ready. When someone comes to your stand, it’s useful if you can take
them through the subject in a concise way – roughly 2 mins. This should flow with the content
on the poster.
Be prepared to answer questions:
•

Have a think about the obvious ones beforehand.

•

Think about bringing business cards for any interesting follow ups!

To Download the Poster Template Click Here

16

ASEC 2021 16-17 November, Heythrop Park Resort

Call For Posters
Deadlines and Further Information
17 February 2021: The call for posters is issued. Authors should download a copy of the ASEC
2021 poster template here and use this to format their poster. Authors are encouraged to submit
their finished posters as early as possible.
18 June 2021: Submission deadline – This is the last date INCOSE UK will accept poster
submissions. Posters should be submitted via email and include the names and email addresses
of all authors. After this date all submissions will be sent to the ECF review panel.
02 August 2021: The student posters are judged and a free student place awarded.
09 August 2021: Final conference posters will be selected and notified by this date.

To Download the Poster Template Click Here
All submissions should be emailed to events@incoseuk.org
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Contact and Additional Information
Contact Information
All submissions should be emailed to the INCOSE UK secretariat via events@incoseuk.org
For any queries on technical content, please email
Prof. Jon Holt, Technical Director : technical-director@incoseuk.org

Additional Information
All INCOSE UK accepted and reserve papers will be printed and published in the ASEC 2021
proceedings. Copies of past ASEC proceedings can be purchased via the INCOSE UK online
store.
PDF copies of past ASEC papers, posters and presentations are available to members on the
INCOSE UK website.

Published by INCOSE UK Ltd
February 2021
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