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Welcome to ePreview , the INCOSE UK e-mail bulletin. ePreview covers topical news and events that are of interest to the  
UK Systems Engineering community, complementing our Quarterly Newsletter Preview.   

To contribute or advertise, contact the Editor at emmajane@incoseonline.org.uk.  

INCOSE UK NEWS 

 
President’s Message. 

 
As the new President on the Block I thought I should introduce myself and tell you a 

little bit about my first impressions and about some of the plans we are hatching for the 
coming year. So, by way of introduction, I have been involved in Systems Engineering 
Consultancy ever since leaving the academic world (where I had a brief spell as a 

theoretical physicist) and have worked on a wide range of systems and system of 
systems problems. My work has been mainly undertaken in the Defence domain but I 
also have some experience of government, rail and space. Currently, I am seconded to 

Niteworks - a joint MOD/Industry construct that addresses systems problems for which 
no single company has sufficient expertise - and my employer is Atkins, the global 
design and engineering consultancy. I am very grateful to both Atkins and Nite works for 

allowing me the time to take on the President role.  
 
My first act as President, as part of the 'handover ceremony', was to thank Doug Cowper the outgoing President for 

his contribution - and to present him with a natty tie pin. Let me reiterate those thanks: Doug has done a fantastic job 
pushing the Chapter forward in difficult times. Thanks are also due to the other officers who stepped down at the same 
time, particularly Andrew Daw (who completed his stint as Immediate Past President and an addi tional temporary role 

as Professional Development Director). The solemn handover ceremony took place at the ASEC10 Conference - 
which I can honestly say was the best INCOSE conference (UK or International) that I have ever attended. The quality 
of contributions - both from the plat form and audience - was of the highest standard. I was particularly struck by the 

breadth of contributors from different domains and market segments, including the usual defence and aerospace, but 
also newer areas like medical and transport. This is very encouraging.  
 

Counteracting the warm glow from the Conference was the unwelcome news from INCOSE Central about the 
membership fees rise. The UK Council was given only two days notice of the decision and we were therefore unable 
to make any representations on behalf of UK members. You should also be aware that the UK Chapter retains a very 

small proportion of your dues (only £20, even after the increase) - the rest goes to INCOSE Central. We are now 
looking hard at the INCOSE financial model and have initiated discussions with Central on how we might be able to 
deliver increased value to the UK membership.  More on this in due course.  

 
Finally, looking to the future, we are revisiting the Chapter strategy, focussing on delivering val ue to our different 
stakeholders. Plans are already well advanced in several areas, including: improving relationships with other 
professional bodies; a new engagement with academia; improved support for professional development; more 

targeted events, and; a new focus on influencing the wider world through our 'collective voice'. To me, this is shaping 
up to be a really exciting programme for the coming year - but I welcome any feedback you may have on priorities and 
interests. As you know, INCOSE is a volunteer organisation and we rely on enthusiastic and committed individuals 

(and understanding employers) for everything we do. If you have a burning issue and would like to get involved in 
doing something about it, please get in touch!  
 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
 
Dr Mike Wilkinson 

President INCOSE UK 
email: michael.wilkinson@incose.org  
. 
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Capability Working Groups (CWG) next workshop 

We will be holding a one day workshop at the BAWA in Filton on the 7th February 2011.  There will 

be no charge for attendance, but registration is essential as there are only 30 places available.  If you 

are interested attending this workshop please go to the booking page.    Full details of the event will be 
published later (early January). 

The agenda has not yet been finalised, but the intention is to discuss the developments so far and 

agree an action plan for the working group. Those of you who attended the CWG session at ASEC2010 

will be aware that a lively debate took place around the paper produced by the Perspectives Analysis 

sub-group. This debate will be continued in the February workshop and once some common 

understanding has been reach consideration will be given on how best to use the insight gained to 
move forward.  Two activities have already been proposed:  

 to develop a Z Guide  
 to start some work on an ontology.  

The aim will be to launch these and/or any other activities identified at the workshop by setting up 

additional sub-groups. You will find it helpful to read (or re-read) the white paper produced by the 

Perspectives Analysis sub-group before the workshop. It can be found on the INCOSE UK website 

under Groups > Capability Working Group > Other Documents (you will have to be logged in to view 
the file). Any other relevant information will be posted in the Working Group area.  

It is likely that we will need to split into break-out groups at some point during the workshop. If you 

would like to volunteer as a group facilitator please contact Pete Lister at pete.lister@incose.org. 

http://www.incoseonline.org.uk/EventBooking/AutoBooking/MainPage.aspx?CatID=Events&EventID=173
mailto:pete.lister@incose.org
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Z Guides 

Those of you who attend ASEC2010 will have seen the latest addition to the Z-Guide family.  Z8 features System 
Architecture, and is available as a download from the website.  A hard copy will be sent to all members with the winter 
addition of Preview, which winter permitting, will be with you in January. 

Architecture Working Group 

The Architecture section of www.incoseonline.org.uk has been updated with a series of documents on “Belief 
Systems in Systems Architecting”.  To view the technical papers and presentation click here.  

Future Events 

Date/Time  Organisation & Location Description 

26 January 
2011   
 

18:30 

Bristol Local Group 
 
Room 1N05, Frenchay 

Campus, UWE, Bristol 

Systems Thinking  
Patrick Godfrey, the author of the recent Systems Thinking Z Guide,  will be 
explaining what Systems Thinking is and how it is essential to the work that 
we do as Systems Engineers.  
 

29 January 
2011 to 1 
February 

2011  
 
4 Full Days  

INCOSE International 
 
Phoenix, Arizona USA  

 

International Workshop 2011 (IW 2011)  
INCOSE's International Workshop is the event of the year for Systems 
Engineers to contribute to the state of the art. Unlike INCOSE's annual 
International Symposium and other conferences, there are no paper, panel 
or tutorial presentations. Instead, attendees spend 4 days working 
alongside fellow systems engineers who are there to make a difference. 
Systems Engineers at all levels and from all backgrounds are encouraged 
to engage in working sessions, and contribute their knowledge and 
experience to take the discipline forward. For more information visit 

http://www.incose.org/newsevents/workshop/index.aspx  

7 February  
2011 

 
10:00 till 
16:00 

Capability Working 
Group  

 
BAWA in Filton   
 

 

CWG Workshop 
We have booked at room at the BAWA in Filton to hold a one day workshop 
on the 7th February 2011. If you are interested in taking part please make a 
note in your diary and await full details of the event which will be published 
later (early January). There will be no charge for attendance but registration 
is essential as only 30 places are available. If you are interested attending 
this workshop please go to the booking page. 

For more details visit the events page at www.incoseonline.org.uk  

ADVERTISEMENT 

 
OCD & CONOPS  5-Day Course and Workshop - Presented by Mr. Robert Halligan 

15 – 19 November, 2010  Bristol,UK Brochure| Register Online | More information 

Systems Engineering 5-Day Course and Workshop - Presented by Mr. Robert Halligan 
1 – 5 November, 2010  London,UK Brochure| Register Online | More information
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