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Welcome to ePreview, the INCOSE UK e-mail bulletin. ePreview covers topical news and events that are of interest to the  
UK Systems Engineering community, complementing our Quarterly Newsletter Preview.   

To contribute or advertise, contact the Editor emmajane@incoseonline.org.uk. 

 

Time to get ready for ASEC 2016 

INCOSE UK’s flagship event, the Annual Systems Engineering Conference (ASEC 2016) will take place at Scarman 
House, Warwick Conference Centre, Warwick University on the 15th – 16th November 2016.  This year’s theme is 
‘Building on Success’ to follow on from last year’s 21st anniversary.  Now is the time to think about contributing to the 
event as an author or a reviewer, and this Preview Special provides some guidance as to how to get involved and 
what the expectations are for your submissions. 

 

 
 
 

Contents List 

Call for Presentations 
The Review Process 
Systems Research Academic Showcase Competition 
Call for ASEC 2016 Tutorials  
Promotional Opportunities  
Events Diary 
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Call for Presentations 

 

This year marks the 22nd anniversary of the formation of INCOSE UK. The theme this year is ‘building on success’. 

Submissions are encouraged based around, but not limited to: 

- Pushing the boundaries of SE Practice  

- Realising the value of SE 

- Applying SE in Context 

- The evolution of a Systems Engineer 

Presentations will be forty minutes in duration including five minutes of 
questions and answers at the end.   

This year we will again be asking for a six-page paper submission that 
will be published after ASEC 2016 by INCOSE UK. Each submission 
will be blind reviewed by a group of three reviewers all of whom will be experts in the area of the subject matter. Full 
formal feedback will be provided for all submissions. 

Although the theme is an important driver for content, we are always interested in examples of innovative Systems 
Engineering application.   

The INCOSE UK ASEC provides an excellent opportunity to share and test your ideas with a knowledgeable audience. 
You will gain valuable feedback in the conference chamber and have plenty of time for informal discussions during the 
event. 

 

Important deadlines: 

 1st May 2016 Submission of abstracts – abstracts should be between 250 and 300 words outlining your presentation 
topic and main points. A shortlist of presentations will be selected on the basis of the abstracts received. Please 
remember to assess your proposal against the criteria in the review process guidelines.  Successful authors will be 
invited to submit a 6-page paper for review by the judging panel. 

 5th June 2016 Submission of six-page papers - successful authors will be asked to submit a six-page paper that 
should be written according to the accompanying review process guidelines.  Final conference presenters will be 
selected and notified by mid-June 2016.  

Please be aware that standard conference registration terms apply to presenters! 

All papers and presentations will be made available to all delegates. 

 

All submissions should be emailed to: ASEC2016submissions@incoseonline.org.uk 

 

Further information: 

 For any queries, please email Prof. Jon Holt, technical-director@incoseonline.org.uk 

 The conference web site is  www.asec2016.org.uk. 
 
 

Please distribute this Call for Presentations to any interested parties 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:ASEC2016submissions@incoseonline.org.uk
http://www.asec2016.org.uk/
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The Review Process 
 

This year’s ASEC sees the introduction of a completely re-vamped review process for submissions for authors and 
speakers. 
 
The previous process has worked very well over the last couple of decades but, as a result of the continuing growth of 
INCOSE UK, we saw an unprecedented number of submissions for ASEC 2014 which led us to a re-think and re-write 
the review process. INCOSE UK delegates have a high level of expectation of the quality and content of the 
presentations and we have a responsibility to respond to the membership and periodically revisit the way that we do 
things. 
 
Perhaps the biggest change is that we are now looking for six-page full papers, rather than a three-page extended 
abstract. This means that we can provide the delegates and the wider Systems Engineering community with a better 
record of what is presented, rather than just relying on a straightforward slide set. 
 
The process will be executed as follows: 
 

- Call - There will be a general call for submissions 

 

- Abstracts - Authors will respond by submitting a short abstract. These will then be assessed for the content, 

how it matches the theme of ASEC 2016 and the general applicability and interest to the Systems Engineering 

community. Authors will be asked to classify their submission according to a set of broad Systems 

Engineering categories. Successful authors will then be invited to submit a six-page paper for full review. 

 

- Papers - Each six-page submission will then have a set of three reviewers allocated to it, each of whom will 

be experts in the subject area of the paper. Each reviewer will have extensive experience and will hold CEng 

or CSEP level expertise in their specialist field. All papers will be blind-reviewed and each reviewer will be 

asked to produce a score of between 0 (terrible) to 10 (earth-shattering) and also to produce a set of 

comments that can be used for feedback to the authors. 

 

- Review - All scores will then be aggregated and a final decision will be made by the events committee, with 

ultimate responsibility lying with the INCOSE UK Technical Director. All authors will receive the feedback 

comments and a final decision: the paper will be accepted, the paper will be held for a reserve paper or the 

paper will be declined. 

All submissions and feedback will be handled by the INCOSE UK Secretariat at Dot-the-Eye Ltd.  
 
In order to ensure that the review process is as fair as possible, authors should bear in mind the following guide on 
what makes a good paper. This will be used by the reviewers as part of their assessment. 
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Themes 
 

The theme for this year’s ASEC is focussed on successful applications of Systems Engineering. The theme is set 
according to three key principles: 
 

- Principle 1 – the themes and subthemes are there to stimulate thoughts amongst potential authors. 

 

- Principle 2 – a good paper should get through the selection process regardless of whether or not it is strictly 

“on topic” with respect to the themes. 

 

- Principle 3 – The term “Systems Engineering” in its broadest and most European/UK sense – essentially ‘the 

application of systems thinking to engineering problems, using systemic approaches to understand problems 

in their wider context, and using systematic approaches to guide progress towards solutions’. 

These principles will be used as an input to the review process. 

Anatomy of a good paper 

The papers should be submitted in accordance with the following structure. 

 
Figure 1 Anatomy of the paper 

The diagram above shows a recommendation for the structure of the paper. Please bear in mind that this is a 
recommendation and, therefore, feel free to tailor the structure, but the overall structure should cover the key areas. 
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Author details 
 
As an absolute minimum, authors must supply:  
 

- Name - The names of all of the authors. 

 

- Affiliation - The organisation or organisations that they are 

representing. 

 

- Email - An email address for each author 

Authors may also include other details, such as addresses, phone 
numbers, etc.  

 

 
Categorisation 
 
Each submission will be categorised by the authors in three broad categories: Accessibility, Application and Topic. 
 

- Accessibility - This indicates the level of knowledge required by the delegates to fully understand the paper 

and gain the maximum benefit from its content. There are three levels here: ‘Beginner’ which is aimed at 

people who are new to the topic and will typically hold the Awareness level of competence in this area; 

‘Practitioner’ which is aimed at people who have performed some work in this area and are looking to increase 

their knowledge and who will typically hold the Supervised Practitioner or Practitioner level of competence; 

and ‘Advanced’ which is aimed at people with extensive experience and who are looking to hone their skills 

and knowledge in the area and who will typically hold the Expert level of competence. 

 

- Application - There are three levels here, which are: ‘Research’ aimed at new ideas that have been carried 

out as part of a research project; ‘Case Study’ that details examples of how Systems Engineering good 

practice has been applied on real projects, showing real results; and ‘Good Practice’ that details how mature 

Systems Engineering practices are being disseminated, deployed and adopted. 

 

- Topic - A number of broad categories have been identified from existing Groups and are: MBSE, Architecture, 

Enterprise Systems Engineering, Agile Systems, STEM, Service Systems, Education, Project Management, 

Capability, Organisational Capability, Sports and Human Factors. If your topic does not appear here, feel free 

to add it to the list but use the suggestions wherever possible. Authors must identify between one and three 

topics for their submission. 

The categorisation criteria will be used by delegates to allow them to identify relevant papers and will also be used to 
identify appropriate reviewers. 
 

Abstract 
 
The abstract should be between 200 and 300 words and should provide an overview of the scope and purpose of the 
paper and touch on any key conclusions. 
 

Paper body 
 
The main body of the paper must cover the following areas: 

- Introduction -- This section will describe the ‘why’ of the paper. It should introduce the subject matter and 

provide a justification of its relevance. This section also gives the authors the opportunity to demonstrate that 

they have sufficient background knowledge to justify the paper, including any relevant references to existing 
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work. This section must also explicitly define the basic aims of the paper. 

 

- Approach - This section describes the basic approach that was taken to carry out the work. It may describe 

any life cycles, processes, procedures, techniques, tools, etc. that were followed. 

 

- Result - Any results from the work should be stated here. This may take the form of formal result tables, 

observations, emergent properties, lessons learned etc. 

 

- Conclusion - The conclusions should provide a summary of the salient points of the paper and present any 

conclusions that were reached. This section must explicitly address the main aims that were identified in the 

introduction – remember ‘Introduction + Conclusions = Paper’. This section may also identify any follow-up or 

future work resulting from the paper. 

Again, this structure is a recommendation, but will be used by the reviewers to be used as part of their assessment. 
 

Reference 
 
The references are an essential part of any paper. They provide the provenance for the work and help to establish that 
the authors know the area that they are writing about. The references will also help to resolve any claims of plagiarism 
that may arise from the paper or presentation. 
 
Each reference should take the following format: 
[REFNAME] Title, Authors, Publisher, Date 
 
For example: 
 
[Holt13] ‘SysML for Systems Engineering – a model-based approach’, Jon Holt & Simon Perry, IET Publishing, 2013 
 
[Hitchins2014] ‘Respice, Adspice, Prospice’, Derek Hitchins, INCOSE UK ASEC presentation, 19.11.2014 

Reviewers 
 

If you would like to become a reviewer for INCOSE UK, please contact INCOSE UK directly using: 
enquiries@incoseonline.org.uk. Please send a brief biography of you and your experience and indicate the areas of 
Systems Engineering (using the classification criteria above) that you feel that you could review. 

Queries   

If you have any queries regarding these guidelines, please contact INCOSE UK directly using: 
enquiries@incoseonline.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:enquiries@incoseonline.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@incoseonline.org.uk
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Systems Research Academic Showcase Competition 
 
For the last two years we have run the Systems Research Academic Showcase. After continuing positive response and 
very positive feedback from delegates, we will be running the same competition at this year’s ASEC. 

The Systems Research Academic Showcase is a poster competition for academic research but, unlike other 
competitions, has a far wider remit that includes: 

 Individual contributions, from full-time students researching systems 
engineering topics 

 Group contributions, from academic research groups in specific universities  

 Project contributions, such as EU and EPSRC projects. We welcome 
contributions that may consist of a collaboration of partners involved in a single 
research project. 

There will be a maximum of ten posters accepted and the best five will be offered 
one complementary attendance at ASEC 2016 (two-day registration plus one 
night’s accommodation – includes event dinner).  The attendee is expected to be 
available to discuss the poster with the judging panel. 

The poster competition will be judged by a panel of industry experts whose 
organisations will be sponsoring the competition.  

The winning poster (as selected from the top five at the event by a judging panel) 
wins a prize of £200. 

ASEC 2016 will provide an excellent forum for you, your group or project to tell the 
INCOSE UK community about your research. With funded places for the top five 
posters and a winner’s prize up for grabs, this is an opportunity too good to miss! 

 

Important deadlines: 

 5th June 2016 Submission of abstracts – abstracts should be between 250 and 300 words outlining your poster 
topic and main points. A shortlist of posters will be selected on the basis of the abstracts received. 

 10th July 2016 Submission of proposed poster - successful researchers will be asked to submit a single-page 
draft of their poster which should give a good indication of objectives, structure, main themes, supporting evidence, 
conclusions, etc.  Final conference posters will be selected and notified by mid-June 2016.  

Please remember that there are a number of funded places for the best five submissions!! 

The selected researchers will also produce an overview of their research group for inclusion in the conference 
proceedings. 

 

All submissions should be emailed to: ASEC2016submissions@incoseonline.org.uk 

 

Further information: 

 For any queries, please email Prof. Jon Holt, technical-director@incoseonline.org.uk 

 The conference web site is  www.asec2016.org.uk. 
 
 
 

Please distribute this Call for ‘Systems Research Academic Showcase’ Posters to any 
interested parties 

 
 
 

mailto:ASEC2016submissions@incoseonline.org.uk
http://www.asec2016.org.uk/
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Call for ASEC 2016 Tutorials 

 
For some years we have included half day tutorials as 
one of the ASEC programme options on both 
afternoons.  Previously we have commissioned these 
tutorials, but following last year’s successful open call, 
once again this year we are issuing an open call for 
proposals.  The idea is to offer an opportunity for new 
presenters or new material to be ‘road-tested’ with the 
aim of identifying candidates for our Training Day. 
 
   
The term ‘tutorial’ covers a range of options, including 
simple presentations, interactive learning or workshop 
formats.  A typical ASEC tutorial attracts between five 
and twenty delegates who are looking for a break from 
back-to-back presentations and are interested in trying 
something new or perhaps finding a new angle on 
something familiar to them. 
 
We are looking for around four tutorial options which will be selected from the proposals that we receive.  Proposers 
are welcome to submit more than one proposal, but each proposal must be self-contained so that it can be assessed 
independently.  There is a check list for proposal content on the next page, however it is most important that the 
tutorial style is clearly expressed so that delegates clearly understand whether they will be expected to plaster flip 
charts with Post-it notes or simply sit and listen. 
 
Successful presenters will be awarded a single one-day pass for ASEC 2016.  If you wish to field more than one 
presenter then additional presenters will have to register for the event in the usual way. 
 

Important deadlines: 

 Submission of abstract      - 1st May 2016 

 Full proposal      - 5th June 2016 

 Confirmation of selection and feedback on proposal - 8th July 2016 

 

If you are unsure of how to pitch an offering, we are happy to discuss your ideas with you before you begin work on 
a full proposal. 

 

All submissions should be emailed to: ASEC2016submissions@incoseonline.org.uk 

 
Further information: 

 For any queries, please email Prof. Jon Holt, technical-director@incoseonline.org.uk 

 The conference web site is  www.asec2016.org.uk. 
 
 

Please distribute this Call for Tutorials to any interested parties 

mailto:ASEC2016submissions@incoseonline.org.uk
http://www.asec2016.org.uk/
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Information Required for a Full Tutorial Proposal 

Your full tutorial proposal must include the following information: 

• Title of the Tutorial 

•  Name and contact details of the proposer and the    
presenter 

•  Aims and objectives of the Tutorial/Workshop 

•  Overview of content 

•  Course material to be provided 

•   Facilities required (Note: presenters should source 
their own laptop, but rooms will be equipped with 
projectors and flip charts) 

•  Credentials of presenter(s) 

•  Intended audience/potential interest 

•  Maximum number of attendees catered for (if fewer than fifteen) 

You should be prepared to present on afternoon of either the 15th or 16th of November 2016.  Please let us know if 
you are only able to present on one of the days, but you should be aware that this may influence the selection 
process. 

The information in your proposal will be incorporated into promotional material for the event and used to ensure that 
the required facilities are provided.  We will contact the proposer if any clarification is required. 

If you do not feel ready to submit a full proposal straight away, please contact INCOSE UK to discuss your ideas. 

 

Promotional Opportunities  
 
ASEC 2016 offers opportunities to promote your business to the INCOSE UK membership.  Our events attract 
senior systems engineers from a broad range of industries, many of whom help to shape investment decisions 
within their organisations.  You can display your company’s products and services at an exhibition stand or raise 
your company’s profile through one of the sponsorship options.  The various options are described in detail below. 
 

Sponsorship Opportunities  
 

Full details of the Sponsorship Opportunities at ASEC 2016 will be issued shortly, 
as with previous years they will include Sponsorship of the Event Brochure, the 
Poster Competition, Event Dinner, Ice Breaker Drinks etc. 
 

Exhibition Area  
 

The Exhibition Area will be located alongside the Academic Research Competition 
and INCOSE UK Working Groups posters in the area where tea and coffee is 
served. If you wish to exhibit, please contact Emma Jane. 
 
 
There is space for 6 to 8 stands and they will be sold on a first come first served basis.  
  

mailto:emmajane@incoseonline.org.uk?subject=Sponsorship%20at%20ASEC2015
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Events Diary 

Date/Time  
Organisation & 
Location 

Description 

14 March 
2016 
08:30 - 
16:50 

Rail Interest 
Group 
The University of 
Birmingham 
Edgbaston, 
Birmingham 
BT15 2TT 

IRSE Seminar and Workshop (with INCOSE UK RIG) 
Systems Engineering for Train Control and Communications: People, Process 
and Product 

For more information and to register please visit the IRSE website event 
page: http://www.irse.org/events/Lists/Calendar/DispEvent.aspx?List=dce14d1c-
69ec-4c8e-b381-70b8e5cfdda6&ID=433 

27 April 
2016 
17:00 – 
18:30 

Rail Interest 
Group 
Network Rail  
1 Eversholt 
Street, London, 
NW1 2DN 

Systems Engineering Framework for Railway Control & Safety Systems 
Karl King from Mott MacDonald has been conducting doctoral research at the 
University of Birmingham to develop a Systems Engineering Framework that 
can be applied across the fragmented development of Train Control Systems. 
Karl will be presenting the latest findings 

12 May 
2016 
17:00 – 
19:00 

Rail Interest 
Group 
Location to be 
confirmed 

Eliciting ETCS Requirements through reference design  
More information will be posted on the www.incoseonline.org.uk once all the 
details are confirmed.  

8 June 
2016 
 
Full Day 

UK Chapter 
Lydiard House 
Conference 
Centre near 
Swindon SN5 
3PA 

2016 Training Day 
INCOSE UK training days provide an excellent opportunity to extend or 
reinforce your Systems Engineering skills by learning from acknowledged 
experts. For more information, visit the website.  

15 June 
2016  
 
 

Rail Interest 
Group 
Location to be 
confirmed 

Delivering the RTS: Applying systems thinking for technology 
development 
More information will be posted on the www.incoseonline.org.uk once all the 
details are confirmed. 

18 July 
to 
21 July 
2016 
 
 

INCOSE 
International 
Edinburgh 
International 
Convention 
Centre 
The Exchange 
Edinburgh 
EH3 8EE 
Scotland 

26th Annual INCOSE International Symposium 
 
INCOSE’s Annual International Symposium is the largest annual gathering of 
people who do Systems Engineering for four days of presentations, case studies, 
workshops, tutorials and panel discussions. The programme attracts an 
international mix of professionals at all levels, and includes practitioners in 
government and industry, as well as educators and researchers. For more 
information, visit the event website 

 
For more details visit the events page at www.incoseonline.org.uk 
 

This e-mailed newsletter has come from the UK Chapter of the International Council on Systems Engineering – INCOSE UK.  The contents are intended solely for the use of the 
intended recipient.  No one else may retain, use, copy, forward, distribute or place any reliance on all or any of it in any form. INCOSE UK is not responsible for the contents or 

accuracy of any links.  If you receive this e-mail in error, or wish to unsubscribe, contact the INCOSE UK Administrator, Emma Jane Taylor emmajane@incoseonline.org.uk 
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