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Welcome to ePreview, the INCOSE UK e-mail bulletin. ePreview covers topical news and events that are of interest to the  
UK Systems Engineering community, complementing our Quarterly Newsletter Preview.   

To contribute or advertise, contact the Editor emmajane@incoseonline.org.uk. 

INCOSE UK Celebrating 20 years 

 

In the Beginning 
In September 1994, around 35 Systems Engineers met in the Lefroy lecture theatre at Shrivenham and decided to 
form the first Chapter of NCOSE to be established outside North America.  In doing so we put the ‘I’ into INCOSE, and 
became the model for national chapters throughout Europe.  In the early days we had members registered to the UK 
Chapter from Norway, Sweden, Netherlands and South Africa, before they followed our lead and set up their own 
chapters. 

 
In 1999, only five years after the formation of the UK Chapter we hosted the International Symposium in Brighton.  
This was the first IS to be held outside of North America and whilst a great success took its toll on the UK Chapter.  
2000 was a difficult year, but the Chapter rebuilt its depleted finances and re-energised the volunteers and was in 
robust health when we celebrated our 10

th
 anniversary in 2004. 

 
The last ten years have seen the UK Chapter becoming even more influential within INCOSE, with UK members 
taking positions on the INCOSE Board of Directors – including President, Technical Director and Treasurer – and 
taking the lead on international working groups.  The UKAB has given us a direct link to the organisations that employ 
our members and has secured funding that allows us to retain professional help to improve and extend the services 
that we offer to our members.  With the recent professionalisation initiatives the UK Chapter has become the first-
choice professional body for Systems Engineering, and our membership numbers continue to increase. 
 
In this, our 20

th
 year, we aim to celebrate past achievements, but more importantly look forward to where we could be 

in 2024 and beyond. 
 
Peter Lister, MA CEng MIET MINCOSE 
Finance Director and one of the 35. 
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How are we going to celebrate?  What are the plans/proposals for 2014? 

The Council has decided that our 20
th
 Anniversary provides an ideal opportunity for us to promote, throughout the year 

and in as many ways as possible, the existence and work of INCOSE UK.   To that end a special 20 year logo has 
been created and will be used to brand all our events, products and the website throughout the year.   

The key messages for 2014 are: 

 Value of Systems Engineering – how the discipline and systems engineers can contribute to society  

 Professionalism – Furthering SE through enhancement of competence, capability and certification.  

 Maturity –  of INCOSE UK as an organisation and Systems Engineering as a discipline 

 Volunteerism – the amazing contribution our volunteers make, and how rewarding it is to volunteer. 

The Council is keen to deliver these messages to as wide an audience as possible.  Achieving this will require your 
input and help.  Outlined below are some of the activities we are planning but we would also welcome your 
suggestions on how we should be celebrating this anniversary year.  Please email your comments or suggestions to 
Alan Harding at president@incoseonline.org.uk. 

ASEC2014 

As this is a special year we have chosen the Royal Air Force Museum at Cosford as the venue for our Annual 
Conference.   You will remember that a dinner was held at the Steam Museum in Swindon to celebrate our 10

th
 

Anniversary.   This year’s anniversary dinner will be held in an aircraft hangar surrounded by a number of amazing 
flying machines. 

Local/Interest/Working Group Events 

We are hoping that our Local/Interest/Working Groups might consider organising events/competitions for schools, 
colleges and other youth organisations. The Council has allocated funding to support such events/competitions and 
would like to hear your ideas. 

Public Seminars 

We would like to run a series of Public Seminars.  The core subject matter could involve best papers from previous 
conferences, invited presentations or panel discussions.  Alternatively we could look at some of the hot topics such as 
“fracking”, “A 3

rd
 runway for London” or “HS2”. 

UKAB members will be invited to host seminars and encourage attendance. Universities may be good venues in 
which to hold seminars and it would also be good to host these in different parts of the UK. The content from such 
seminars would published on the website and ideally result in the creation of a meaningful set of reference 
documents/material. 

Public Webinars 

The membership survey highlighted the desire for INCOSE UK to offer Webinars.   The technology exists but currently 
we have none of it in place.   We need a ‘Champion’ to take this forward and 2014 could be the year we launch the 
INCOSE UK Webinar.  Do you see yourself as a ‘Champion’ or could you suggest a ‘Hot Topic’ for a webinar. We 
would love to hear from you. 

Reflections 
The Council is also looking to create some ‘Talking Heads’ moments, with people of note capturing some of the key 
moments and developments of Systems Engineering in the UK and of INCOSE UK. Again, if you would like to 
contribute personally or recommend someone please let us know. 
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Looking back in pictures 

Future Events 

Date/Time  Organisation & Location Description 

3 February 
2014 at 
18:30hrs 

Bristol Local Group with 
the IET 

Frenchay Campus, 
University of West England, 
Bristol, BS16 1QY 

Autonomous and Complex Systems: Context, Methods and Future 
Directions in Control and Monitoring 

Professor Visakan Kadirkamanathan will provide an overview of the Sheffield 
Control Engineering Department and its research to provide context. 

14 February 
2014 
10.00-15.00 

UK Chapter INCOSE/APM Joint Working Group 

Event details will be published shortly. 

17 March 2014 
11.00 - 15.00  

UK Chapter 
 

London 

Service Systems Engineering  

6
th

 Meeting - As soon as more details on location and event are available they 
will be posted on the website.  

11 June 2014 
 
A Full Day 

UK Chapter 

Lydiard House, Swindon, 
SN53PA 

2014 Tutorial Day 

Please put the date in your calendar.  The event flyer will be published in 
February. 

18 - 19  
November 
2014 
 
Full Days 

UK Chapter 

 
Royal Air Force Museum 
Shifnal, Cosford, TF118UP 

Annual Systems Engineering Conference 2014 (ASEC2014) 

 
 

Keep an eye on our website for more information about ASEC2014 
 

For more details visit the events page at www.incoseonline.org.uk 

This e-mailed newsletter has come from the UK Chapter of the International Council on Systems Engineering – INCOSE UK.  The contents are intended solely for the use of the 
intended recipient.  No one else may retain, use, copy, forward, distribute or place any reliance on all or any of it in any form. INCOSE UK is not responsible for the contents or 
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