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INCOSE UK Chapter PDD Report Sept 2017 

(Thanks to Lynn Davis for her support in compiling much of the supporting facts 

for this report whilst Ian Presland was on vacation) 

1 Professional Registration 
There continues to be an ongoing low-level interest in Professional Registration. 

Two INCOSE UK members have recently submitted applications which we hope will be reviewed and 

approved at the SEE meeting scheduled for mid–September. (December 6th is the next approval date 

for submissions). 

Forty-five INCOSE UK members have now downloaded the forms to begin work on their Professional 

Registration applications.  

INCOSE UK has recently approved two professional registration transfers from other institutes. Work 

has begun on automating this activity, integrating it into the existing Professional Registration 

process. 

1.1 Professional Registration Guidance Document 
An INCOSE UK-generated guidance document aimed specifically at Systems Engineers completing 

their Professional Registration applications, recently gained the approval of the Engineering Council.  

This document provides tailored guidance for systems engineers for each competence area of 

UKSPEC.  We are now in the process of publishing the document as a hard copy to buy through the 

INCOSE UK online store. 

INCOSE UK have been invited to talk about this document at the Professional Affiliates seminar on 

26 September. As the Professional Development Director is unavailable, Ivan Mactaggart has kindly 

volunteered to speak at the event. Lynn Davis will also be in attendance with copies of the printed 

guidance also available. 

2 SE Professional Certification 
The number of INCOSE members applying for SEP through the UK online system continues to grow 

steadily. Interest is from both Chapter members and UKAB companies.  

The last UKAB meeting held at QinetiQ Farnborough saw a PD session for Systems Engineers held 

concurrently. This was well attended and has resulted in one CSEP application. There has been 

interest from other UKAB companies with another event scheduled for BAE in early October. 

The table below shows numbers of members achieving SEP Certification through the UK online 

system along with total number of UK Chapter members who are certified.  

Level of SEP UK accredited Total UK (from INCOSE central records) 

ASEP 18 36 

CSEP 20 56 

ESEP 1 7 
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In addition, we have two further CSEP reviews currently underway which will hopefully bring the 

number of CSEPs up to 22. 

In recent months, there have been two opportunities for INCOSE UK members to participate in the 

Certification knowledge examination. A paper-based exam was held in association with the INCOSE 

UK Training day on June 7th 2017.  Two INCOSE UK members, Philip Savvides and Colin Bach, were 

successful in attaining their ASEP qualification following participation in this event. 

The INCOSE International Symposium held in Adelaide in July 2017 brought an additional 

opportunity to participate in an SE knowledge examination. Three more INCOSE UK members were 

successful in achieving their ASEP at this event, with two of them already planning to move forward 

and upgrade to CSEP. Congratulations to Cliff Cheesman, Tim Kerby and Grant More. 

INCOSE UK is also in discussions with a company regarding hosting an on-site Certification 

examination which if it goes ahead will be for as many as 20 potential SEP applicants, and will take 

place sometime before the end of the year. 

2.1 Competence-based INCOSE Certification Pilot 
During the last PDD report, it was stated that a Competence-based CSEP pilot would be run in 

June/July for two MoD candidates, funded by INCOSE Central. 

Unfortunately, we were unable to get any applications from MoD participants in the required 

timeframe, so the pilot was rescheduled and opened-up to other UKAB companies.  The response to 

this was very positive and it is now hoped that the pilot will be completed by mid-October with as 

many as applicants from several UKAB companies, still funded by INCOSE Central.  Assuming this 

happens as planned, the pilot will be reported back in time for ASEC17. 

2.2 ASEC 2017 Exam Questions Workshop 
For a long time, there has been a demand from UK Chapter members for sample questions that can 

be used as part of personal preparation for the INCOSE Certification Knowledge examination.   

We have agreed with the Certification Program Manager that we can hold a “question writing 

session” at ASEC17 where attendees will participate in a workshop to generate some sample 

questions.  Participants will initially be briefed on the nature of “good” examination questions and 

will then be asked to apply these new skills to creating some “exam” questions. It is hoped that this 

will be regarded as a positive way to improve understanding of the INCOSE knowledge examination 

format and its content. The questions generated will be made available to members who have 

applied for ASEP or CSEP from INCOSE UK. 

2.3 UK Certification Reviewers 
Unfortunately, due to lapsing memberships we will be losing two valued reviewers from the UK 

Certification Review team (Gary White, Bill Johnson) 

On the positive side, we hope that we will shortly be able to formally train Kirsty Akroyd-Wallis as a 

CAR reviewer to add to the UK-based team. 
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2.4 Update to Competence Framework 
The International Competencies Working Group published an update to the UK Chapter 

Competencies framework at IS2017. It is expected that in the coming months this will be further 

refined and “guidelines for assessment” also developed and published. 

2.5 Certification Technical Areas Update Webinar 
The PDD hosted INCOSE Webinar 103 in August on the topic “Squaring the Circle: Aligning INCOSE 

SEP Experience Areas to the INCOSE SE Handbook and INCOSE Competency Framework”.  This was 

well-received and is now available on the main INCOSE website. 

 

Ian Presland 

Sept 2017 


