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Membership figures from 1 June 2017 – 31 August 2017 

 

Membership Numbers as at 31 Aug  930 Inclusive 

Seniors 22 

Students 19 

 

19Date New Renewed 3 Year 5 Year Lapsed 

            

Jun Totals 14 27 1 2 0 

            

Jul Totals 25 86 2 1 33 

            

Aug Total 10 64 3 0 58 

      

 

 
 

• Although, overall, the member ship numbers remain stable it should be noted that we have 

recently identified a total of 112 individuals for lapsing. The membership team identified 

that 86 of these were previously direct debit payers. A letter was sent to these individuals 

reminding them of the change in payment circumstances. We are currently awaiting 

response to this letter and have delayed lapsing while the situation is reviewed.  
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• The other significant event which has contributed to a rise in lapsing is attendance at IS 2016 

which inflated INCOSE UK numbers through individuals joining to attend the locally held 

event. 

• The Secretariat is carrying out work to investigate opportunities to reintroduce the DD 

method of payment via an electronic system which will automate more processes thus 

decreasing processing time and associated costs. A proposal for this will be presented at the 

December 2017 council meeting. 

• The ongoing membership processing systems and communications between Central and the 

UK continue to run smoothly. The UK Secretariat continues to work with them to understand 

and resolve ongoing discrepancies in the data. 

• INCOSE Central has indicated that they are looking to review and potentially restrict the 

benefits offered to CAB members going forward. This is a further indication of the desire to 

consolidate INCOSE as an individual membership society. We await the outcome of their 

discussions with interest. 

 

Feedback from members not renewing:   

I had a year’s membership through attending the Symposium last year in Edinburgh but I 
don’t wish to renew it.  

I transferred to IET due to the electronic systems related work I perform when you 
stopped being affiliated to the Engineering Council through the IET. 
 

Thank you for reaching out. To be honest, I have not found the membership to be 
extremely worthwhile. I attended the INCOSE conference last year in Edinburgh, it was 
nice to have it so close by and it was easy to convince work to pay for it because it was 
close. I did get value out of that conference. However since then, the advertised INCOSE 
seminars that I could remotely attend are not really relevant to my work. I find the 
topics can be heavy on more abstract theories and model-based practice. Whereas I 
employ systems engineering on a more practical level. For similar reasons, I haven't 
planned to attend the UK annual INCOSE conference.   
 
I do think the INCOSE certification is worthwhile and I would recommend it to colleagues 
in the systems engineering profession. It's still the main recognition, globally, for 
systems engineers although degree programs are increasing. 
 

BAE is very keen for its employees to seek Professional Registration. My manager, Alan 
Harding is the Incose president currently – so it seemed logical to try and get certified 
with Incose.  
However, when I discussed my role with colleagues – the nature of my work as a System 
Architect is more in keeping with Information Technology and computing rather than 
System Engineering. As such I felt that it would be prudent to obtain certification with an 
organisation aligned to IT; hence BSC – which I joined in March 2017.  
The cost of membership is pretty high, thankfully my company will be reimbursing me – 
however, they only will pay for one membership.  At present I am halfway through the 
rigorous process of getting a Certified IT Professional (CITP) from BSC.  
 

I will not be renewing my membership this year. 
I have found the services of INCOSE useful in the past but I have changed jobs and on 



longer feel it provides enough additional support beyond my other memberships (IET 
and IEEE) to continue. 
 

It was worthwhile but my job has changed and a colleague deals with our INCOSE 
interface. 
 

I am happy to allow my membership to lapse. Thank you for chasing this up, and my 

apologies for not replying sooner.  

My membership of INCOSE was helpful for a time, and allowed me to bridge the gap 
from my studies to employment. However, for where I would like my career to go, 
INCOSE is not my preferred option.  

I do not wish to not renew my membership of Incose UK. My professional focus is 
elsewhere and last year it was included with my conference attendance subscription. 
 

Thanks for your renewal message.   
It has been interesting to be a member for a year but I won’t renew.  I’m paying 5 
membership fees each year already! 
 

.    If I'm honest, I'm not really getting anything through my membership that isn't also 
available through a CAB account (via university and work). As I'm still studying, I'm not 
currently considering professional registration, so it's hard to justify the £120/year. 
 
I had hoped that, although my MSc is part time, being part of the Systems Engineering 
Masters Apprenticeship Programme would mean I was eligible for student membership. 
I felt that that would be more aligned with my current situation and allow me to ramp 
up my membership at the appropriate time. Unfortunately, our cohort was informed, 
rather bluntly, by someone occupying a senior position within INCOSE that we are not. 
While I understand why someone may take this position from a business point of view, 
the way in which it unfolded put more than a few people off and is a factor in my 
thinking. 
 
I think that it is a real shame because there was an opportunity to encourage a wide 
array of new members to join through SEMAP, especially as the scheme is based heavily 
on the INCOSE SE competency framework. Many of the participants in the scheme are 
new to the SE discipline and already members of other organisations, so in my view an 
approach to INCOSE membership that recognised that would have been beneficial (e.g. 
low initial cost; heavier promotion of CSEP benefits and liking to SEMAP; link between 
membership levels and development such as the graduate membership offered by IET). 
 

As requested this email confirms I do not want to renew my membership which ended 
06/07/2017. 
I am no longer working and cannot justify the expenditure  
 

Thanks for your email. I have found elements of my membership useful, however I am 
also a member of the AIAA and am currently pursuing chartership with the IMechE, so 
need to rationalise my memberships.  
I'm waiting to see which, if any, the company will find so may look to reinstate my 
membership depending on the outcome. 
 



Just to let you know I do not wish to renew my membership.  I had membership because 
it was a part of being the AWE representative and I no longer carry out that role. 
 

You are likely aware that I did not renew my INCOSE membership, I do not intend to 
renew my membership.  
I no longer feel I engage with INCOSE sufficiently to warrant membership. 
 

As requested, this email confirms I am no longer able to continue my membership. 
Member 2656  
I am 63 years old and not working, with no real intention of working. I cannot justify the 
expense  
I was introduced to INCOSE by senior Engineering Managers and Directors in GEC 
Marconi who supported my involvement.  I started off in Software Engineering before 
working in Systems Engineering.  I valued my membership and the help it gave me. 
 

Thanks very much for getting in touch. I confess I was in two minds about renewing and 
had let the matter go. If you had renewed my membership automatically by direct debit, 
as in the past, I imagine I would have gone along with that also. 
Truth to tell, INCOSE doesn’t offer me much value for money at the moment. Over the 
past year I’ve been pretty active on the consultancy and lecturing fronts, but that is now 
coming to end and I’m starting to act my age (now 70 and a new grandfather!).  
Even when I was more active, I found INCOSE expensive for what I got. I fully understand 
your operating model and the need to cover costs, but the organisation is far from cheap 
for those like me who have to fund themselves. Giving a paper at the International 
Symposium in Edinburgh cost me about £1200 if you include accommodation, which I 
justified by turning it into a holiday with my wife. I’ve also given a fair bit in fees to 
ASECs over the years, as well as to Interest and Working Groups. OK if your employer is 
picking up the bill, but questionable otherwise. Getting across the Atlantic (or any other 
ocean) is now out of the question, so wider involvement with the key players is no 
longer possible.  
Also the activities appear to be almost all aimed at the practising professional or active 
academic. Perfectly understandable, given CAB oversight and other cultural norms.  
However, as current demographic trends continue, INCOSE may wish to hold on to older 
retired and semi-retired members who are still intellectually active, with activities - such 
as informal get togethers, talks, dinners, etc  - specially designed (and costed) to suit. 
Call it INCOSE Veterans, say. You might even find the organisation wished to call on them 
in an advisory role for certain issues from time to time - all free. (A different model from 
charging a little less for the same services as working members get.) 
This is probably a step too far at the moment - and I’ve left it too late to make the 
suggestion, which has only just occurred to me - but it’s something you might like to 
consider in the future.  
With best wishes to all - I’m sure the organisation is in good hands and will go from 
strength to strength.  
Happy to have been of some help, 
 

 

 

 



New Members comments: 

Reasons For Joining INCOSE How I Heard About INCOSE 

JUNE 2017  

To improve my systems Engineering knowledge 
and skills - Make me a better Engineer 

From a Rolls-Royce capability owner 

I apply system engineering in my work on a daily 

basis. I am doing a part time MSc in Systems 

Engineering for Defence Capability in Cranfield 

University.  

Through my MSc degree in Systems Engineering 
for Defence Capability. 

I wish to be part of the System Engineering 
community. 

 

My current role at NPL includes developing the 
processes and tools to support a new business 
stream supplying scientific instrumentation and 
facilities based on the intellectual property we 
develop as a national metrology laboratory.  

I invited a Prof Alan Smith and Dr Michael Emes 

from UCL's Centre for Systems Engineering to 

visit NPL and give presentations to our scientists 

and managers. They both mentioned INCOSE. 

STAY INFORMED AND IMPROVE MY SE ABILITIES THROUGH THE LOCAL REP AT WORK. 

Professional development and true education as 
a systems engineer 

From a colleague who is a member. 

Growing the professionalism of our systems 
engineering.  I am leader internally and wish to 
connect to the professional body, UK network 
and enable me to promote best practise and 
development opportunity to our systems 
engineers. 

Through internal professional development 

Keeping up-to-date with SE ideas & discounted 
course rates. 

From my Line Manager 

I wish to pursue attainment of CSEP recognition. 
To date I have been utilising some of the benefits 
offered through my employer being a CAB 
Member Organisation. In addition to obtaining 
CSEP I would also like to become more involved 
in the SE events 

I became aware of INCOSE around mid-2000s 
through colleagues. However, I was keen to work 
towards CEng, which was not possible through 
INCOSE at the time. Also, my employee would 
only fund membership of a single professional 
body and so I joined the IET. 

To engage with the wider SE community and 
pursue certification. 

Through my employer. 

Recognition within my business of systems 
engineering competency to support business 
requirements. 

Systems engineering training courses and the 
INCOSE SE Handbook. 

Systems engineering guidance Recommendation from colleagues who are 

members of INCOSE Wish to enhance my 

Systems Engineering abilities and aid other to do 

so. 

JULY 2017  

Guidelines on writing good requirements A colleague in Systems Engineering 



Keep up-to-date and contribute to the 
development of SE discipline, emerging methods 
and practical applications. I am also interested in 
professional certification. 

 

To obtain IEng/CEng accreditation in order to 
develop my career 

My colleague Richard Brookes has recently 
gained CEng accreditation through INCOSE.  

I am working as a Requirements/Systems 
Engineer in QinetiQ and INCOSE membership is 
encouraged as a means of upskilling the team. 

Through QinetiQ 

Keen to link up with other system engineers, up 
skill, develop, share and contribute 
I have specialized in my senior year at the 
university towards control - signals and systems 
engineering with emphasis on embedded 
systems which this continued during my MSc.  
 
Ever since I graduated from university, I actively 
worked hands-on on various ?? 

viva voce 

I am currently undertaking a PhD looking at Risk 
Assessment in System of Systems domains - an 
area INCOSE is quite familiar with. Membership 
will also give me access to resources and groups 
such as the SoS group, which could help towards 
my PhD projects. 

The industry, peers, lecturers. 

I would like to be a member of a professional 
engineering institute and apply for a CEng. 

 

I joined the Systems Engineering Masters 
Apprenticeship Programme in January 2017 
which will enable me to achieve Practitioner 
Level Systems Engineer within 3-5 years. I am 
also working towards Chartership. 

 

I have recently joined Cubic Transportation 
Systems Limited. We are looking to improve our 
systems processes and have all our Systems 
team become qualified members of INCOSE 

Through my company Cubic Transportation 
System Limited. 

To gain an increased knowledge of Systems 
Engineering that can be applied to projects at 
work. 

Through SysML training course. 

To gain an increased knowledge of Systems 
Engineering that can be applied to projects at 
work. I am also very interested in applying agile 
principles in SE (beyond model-based 
approaches) 

Through colleagues at Altran 

I have been involved in system engineering for a 
while and I want to get involved with a 
professional body that provide a knowledge-
based platform. 

I read about INCOSE in a magazine some years 
back 

AUGUST 2017  

Guidelines on writing good requirements A colleague in Systems Engineering 

Personal development Returning member 



Main reason for joining is that I have become a 
Systems Engineer after a career as an engineer 
within the Royal Navy, and so have not had the 
direct exposure and education in Systems 
Engineering principles 

I heard about it from a senior colleague who has 
just attended the Adelaide international 
symposium. 

Community of Interest  

Awareness of Research Activities 

Chartership  

Career Development 

Professional and Academic contacts 

To build my professional network, contribute to 
the systems engineering community, and work 
towards professional registration 

Through work. 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PAST MEMBER 

My main aim of joining is to go for ASEP and or 

CSEP so that I have my system engineering 

experience recognised by a professional body, 

which is useful when selling myself to our clients 

/ customers. It will also be good to engage with a 

wider community 

I heard about INCOSE from a number of fellow 
colleagues who are already members or 
considering joining. 

Having been a long standing advocate of the 
systems engineering discipline, and been 
involved in a business that is promoting it, it now 
seems appropriate to "fly the flag" as it were. 

Known about it for years but only recently  - 
following a chance encounter whilst browsing. 

Further my knowledge and understanding of 
Systems Engineering and its application to the 
aerospace industry 

UWE Systems Engineering CPD course 

 

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


