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Events Report – June 2017 

UK Operating Plan Goals – Status Summary (Draft Goals for 2017) 
 

ID Initiative / activity Person / Team 
responsible 

Target date/ measure of 
success 

Status 

5.1 Event planning meeting Events team Face to face in January to 
define detail plan, and then 
ad-hoc as deriven by event 
preparation 

Complete 

5.2 Deliver ASEC 2017 (21-22 
November)  

Events team  Attendance target >150 per 
day. Positive feedback from 
attendees (focus on quality 
of material)  

On Track 

5.3 Deliver tutorials (7 June 
Training Day and at  ASEC 
2017) 

Events team  4 tutorials with target 
attendance >8 per tutorial. 
Qualitative positive 
feedback  

On Track 

5.4 Support / work with 
external organisations on 
technical aspects  

Technical 
Director and 
Events Director  

Work with other 
organisations for events and 
event content. 

Developing 
“Systems 
Summit” concept 
for ASEC2017. 
Joint event on 
System 
Architecture with 
the IET. 

5.5 Display UKAB members list 
prominently (website, 
major publications, banner 
at events) 

Comms and 
Events Directors  

Ensure UKAB get 
recognition for engagement 
with INCOSE UK.  

Displayed at 
Training Day 

5.6 Recruit new Events Team 
members 

Events Director New roles filled by 
appropriate members 

One new team 
member 
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Detailed Reporting 

Training Day – 7th June 2017, Engineers House, Bristol 
We are running the following 5 tutorials: 

 “Understanding and applying NAF (NATO Architecture Framework) version 4.0” - Tom Riley 
& Kevin Galvin (Thales) 

  “A Systems Approach to Requirements (Yet another requirements training course – but one 
that is useful)” - Stuart Burge 

 “Don’t Panic! The Absolute Beginners’ Introduction to Model-based Systems Engineering 
(MBSE)” - Simon Perry & Rob Behan  

 “Product and System Test and Evaluation Essentials (PASTEE) Course” - Ian Presland  
 “The Systems Engineering of Interfaces” – Hazel Woodcock. 

 
We are also running a SEP paper exam in a colocated, examination accredited, room in the same 
venue, and holding an INCOSE UK Council meeting in parallel with the Training Day. 
 
Final numbers will not be available until booking closes on Tuesday 6th June.    Bookings for the 
tutorials have been reasonably healthy, but the take up for the SEP exam was lower than hoped for. 
 
The current estimate is a surplus of £2.5k - £3k.  

 

ASEC 2017 – 21st-22nd November 
We are using the new “The Slate” venue at Warwick University, which is over the road from the 

Scarman centre.  This new venue will host the plenary, exhibition and buffet, with breakout rooms in 

Radcliffe just a short walk away, and accommodation in Scarman, along with the conference dinner. 

Theme and Sub-themes 

“Pushing the Boundaries of Systems Engineering” 

 Where next for Systems Engineering? 

 Growing the SE workforce of the future 

 Lest we forget: what can we learn from the past? 

 Dealing with uncertainty 

Keynote Addresses 

We are currently contacting the appropriate family and friends of Prof Phil M’Pherson and Dr Stuart 

Arnold to request that the keynote addresses during ASEC are named in honour of them.  In due 

course there will be the opportunity for a named “best paper” award along similar lines, based upon 

the pre-event paper selection process. 
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Draft Programme Structure 

 

Call for Papers 

We have received 13 paper abstracts, which is lower than hoped for.  However, if these turn out to 

be high quality submissions then this will not be a problem.  The option to invite papers can always 

be invoked if necessary. 

Call for Tutorials 

We have received 4 submissions, which all appear to be suitable for inclusion in the programme. 

Systems Summit 

We are looking to start a ‘Systems Engineering Summit’ to look at the future direction of Systems 

Engineering, which will take place on 22 November 2017 as part of the Annual Systems Engineering 

Conference 2017.  The aim is to invite some key influencers/shakers and movers.  The target 

attendee list includes: 

President Royal Academy of Engineering 

President/CEO of the Engineering Council 

President APM 

President of the IET 

President of the Royal Aeronautical Society 

President of the British Computer Society 

President of the Association of Proposal Management Professionals 

President of the Design Society 

Chief Executive of the SEE 

Representative of the Warwick Manufacturing Group 

Two Keynote Speakers from ASEC2017 - Prof Gordon Masterton (Edinburgh University) and Paul 

Schreinemakers (INCOSE) 
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Mike Rodd (Ex-President IET, ex-Director BCS) 

Jon Willis  

Rhys Phillips, after-dinner speaker 

Three Heads of Engineering from UKAB Companies 

Representative from the INCOSE BOD 

 

The summit will be facilitated by Prof Jon Holt, Technical Director INCOSE UK and Phil Robinson, 

Secretariat INCOSE UK. The aim of the summit is to focus on a specific issue and generate a report. 

A “Local Chapter Outreach” application has been submitted for $2357.04 to cover the half of the 

costs of giving up to 20 attendees a night’s free accommodation, dinner and attendance to the 2nd 

day of ASEC 2017.  It is expected that this will be approved. 

ASEC 2017 Budget 

The budget for ASEC 2017 was reviewed on 25th May, to explore the scope for offering free 

attendance to Council members and other important attendees.   The following assumptions have 

been used to generate a budget with an expected surplus of £22k. 

1. Council Members including the UKAB Chair but excluding UKAB Deputy Chair, Tech Director 
& Events Director get free entry for the two days but need to pay for accommodation and 
the dinner.  If they pay these two fees the 24hr Charge we get from the venue will be 
covered. 

2. As in the past, the Tech and Events Directors get free entry, plus 2 nights’ accommodation 
and dinner. 

3. 10 of the people attending the Summit are covered for one day free entry plus 1 nights’ 
accommodation and dinner (this is match funding against the request to the INCOSE 
Outreach Director to fund 10 people to attend the Summit) 

4. The after dinner speaker has a free nights accommodation 
5. Two Keynotes free entry, plus 1 nights’  accommodation and dinner 
6. 5 poster people free entry, plus 1 nights’  accommodation and dinner 
7. In addition there is a line item to cover invited speaker travel costs  
8. DTE team of up to 4 people free entry, plus 2 nights’  accommodation and dinner 
9. Assuming 120 people will pay to attend both days and 40 people will pay to attend 1 of the 

days. 
10. Assuming 3 paying exhibitors, brochure sponsorship. 
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Future ASEC Venue Visits 
Emma Jane, Jon and Ian visited two venues in Yorkshire to assess their suitability as ASEC venues. 

 Royal Armoury Museum, Leeds – This is an excellent setting with good conference facilities, 

and is recommended as the venue for ASEC 2019, marking the 25th Anniversary of INCOSE 

UK, subject to the event figures coming within budget. 

 Sheffield University – We had a complementary overnight stay in Halifax Hall (a boutique 38 

bedroom hotel), followed by a visit to the “Edge” conference facilities.  This would be a good 

option for ASEC 2018, but does have some positives and negatives: 

o [+] The facilities would suit us nicely during the daytime. 

o [+] Halifax Hall would be a good venue for Ice Breaker drinks, and for the keynotes 

and Council to stay at. 

o [+] There is at least one highly impressive academic building, Firth Hall, to host the 

Conference Dinner. 

o [+] There should be scope to bring Sheffield University, and other nearby academic 

institutions into the event planning and execution. 

o [+] Easy to get to Sheffield on the train, with some discounts available on certain 

lines. 

o [-] The accommodation would be scattered between Halifax Hall, a new 

accommodation block that is currently being fitted out, and nearby hotels. 

o [-] The venue is next to student accommodation, predominantly first years, and the 

bar at the conference venue reverts to being a student bar in the evenings. 

An obvious fall-back option for ASEC2018 would be Heythrop Park, which generally suits us pretty 

well, and at least while it has served up minor irritants each time we go there, they have been 

different every time. 

There is an opportunity for INCOSE UK Council and events team members to try out the new 

accommodation block at Sheffield University over the summer for free, when they are doing their 

testing phase activities for the new building’s digital services. 

Joint Event with the IET on Architecture 
The AWG wish to hold a joint event with the IET on “Architecture Design for Complex Systems” at 

Rolls-Royce in Derby on 19th September.   This is intended to be a low-cost-to-members event, but 

will need a proper event budget to be established before we can commit. 

Changes to the Events Team 
 Phil Savvides has joined the Events Team in his Finance Director role. 

 Faheem Mirza has taken on the role of Academic Research Showcase Poster Chair (running 

the poster submission and acceptance process, convening the judging panel, developing 

assessment criteria, and running the judging process). 

 We are still seeking a new Tutorial Chair, but Faheem has agreed to be involved in that part 

of the process as well. 

 Ian Gibson completes his second 3 year term in office as Events Director in November 2017. 


